Montana Chapter SWCS Board of Directors’ Meeting
February 9, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Kit Sutherland. The meeting was held at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center in Billings, MT. Those in attendance were Stacy Eneboe, Joyce Trevithick, Ann Fischer, Dick Scheetz, Tommy Bass, Angel Rosario, and Jane Holzer. Mary Miller, SWCS Northern Plains SWCS Representative from Colorado was present.  Board members not present were Roger Hybner and Holly Sessoms. 
Minutes
Holzer moved to accept the January minutes, 2nd by Scheetz, motion approved.
Treasurers Report

Holzer handed out the treasurers’ report as of 2/8/2010:
$11,458.58 
Stockman Bank 

$28,754.95
DA Davidson Savings Account
$16,756.40
DA Davidson Investments

The Billings Hotel and Convention Center had been paid $200 deposit for the conference facilities.  Holzer and Bass will settle-up on the total expenses when the MT Chapter annual conference is over.  Holzer has not yet received the refund from the Domain Renewal Group for the funds they received for the SWCS website address. Funds were inadvertently sent to the wrong domain group. 
The Cap Mark CD through D.A. Davidson investments matured with interest earned of $280.00.

Holzer purchased a $10,000 Federal Home Loan MTG Corp. bond for the Scholarship funds. $7300 of the 10,000 was from the Montana Community Foundation (MCF) dispersal.  The original intent for the MCF investment income was to offset the annual scholarship expenses. Holzer plans to invest more money into callable Aaa-rated government bonds. The interest on CD’s are down and the callable bonds will give the chapter a little better interest return. 

Fischer moved to accept the Treasurers Report as presented, second by Trevithick, motion approved.

Old Business

Winter Meeting
Bass reported that he had contacted the speakers in the last two weeks and all speakers would be present for the February 10th and 11th annual technical meeting. Registration table will be handled by Holzer and Eneboe. Bass will be the primary MC and will monitor the speakers to keep the agenda on schedule. No speaker biographies were printed up and no biographies would be included in the introductions.

Silent auction items and the raffle-item baskets will be set-up in the break and meal room. Further details of the conference logistics were discussed. 
The board needs to establish the conference topic for next year ASAP to allow MT SWCS members and interested NRCS employees’ time to get the technical meeting added to their employee development plan.  NRCS staff are more likely to be approved for travel to the SWCS meeting if the topic is in their development and training plan.
Annual Report
Sutherland sent the MT Chapter annual report to National SWCS for the 2009 calendar year.  Report was submitted today, 2/9/2010.
New Business
The board and Mary Miller discussed how to encourage SWCS membership from all disciplines and organizations. The board would like to see more agency support, such as NRCS and others, to encourage and supply financial support for employees to attend SWCS activities. Scheetz suggested that Sutherland, as the president, attend a NRCS State Office principle staff meeting to discuss how to get NRCS employees involved in MT SWCS with agency and supervisor support. 
Special Guest
Mary Miller, SWCS Northern Plains Regional Representative, has been able to attend a technical meeting in all six states in her region. Jim Guilford is the new SWCS National Executive Director. SWCS National staff members are developing new graphics to enhance the SWCS logo. The National SWCS board is working to improve fund raising, chapter development, and membership diversity, specifically how to link the experienced members with new or younger members. The Generational Committee is developing methods so the SWCS organization can get young, interested individuals to be active members. 
The Northern Plain Regional Technical Meeting with be March 18-20 at Chadron State College, Chadron Nebraska. The registration and room charges are very reasonable.
Mary had suggestions for attending conferences as an SWCS member. She suggested that paying your own way to an SWCS event may go a long way to show your supervisor how committed you are to SWCS. Miller reminded the Board members that if the MT chapter sends someone on scholarship to a meeting and they are an NRCS employee, then they must be on annual leave. Bass asked how a person goes about deducting expenses for attending a professional development meeting from their taxes when they pay their own way. Miller suggested visiting with an accountant. 

Managing Ag Landscapes for Environmental Quality II is a follow-up to the 2006 annual conference. This conference is scheduled for April 28-30th in Denver, Colorado. The Colorado chapter needs 15-20 volunteers to help with technical delivery of the meeting. If  SWCS members are interested in attending and can volunteer, they can contact Miller.
The 65th International Annual Conference titled “Ecosystem Services” will be held July 18-21, 2010 in St. Louis, Missouri. The Chapter Development meeting will be held the first Saturday.  Resolutions for the House of Delegates meeting need to be submitted by April 12, 2010.  Resolutions can be sent to the National office with a carbon copy to Miller. Miller suggested sending in an abstract when the call for papers comes out. This is a great way to get agency support to attend. 

Miller reported that she was part of an SWCS teleconference with NRCS State Conservationists within her Northern Plains Region.  Miller sent in her director’s report. The directors’ reports are due in October of each year. This report and the logistics of the Regional Technical Meeting in Chadron were sent to all the NRCS State Conservationists in the Northern Plains Region.  Miller plans to work with State Conservationists, ARS, and Extension, to promote the society. 
Dirt! The Movie
Holzer asked if anyone was interested in ordering DVDs of “Dirt! The Movie" that was showcased at the 2009 National conference.  Sutherland, Bass and Holzer all thought the movie was well worth viewing from their experience seeing it at the conference.  Fischer moved to purchase ten copies of the DVD movie, second by Eneboe motion approved. Several board members were interested in purchasing the DVD and the chapter may have a few extras that can be sold or given as chapter gifts.
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 PM.
Next meeting will be by Teleconference on March 16 at 7:30 AM
Respectfully Submitted by,
/S/ STACY DENNY ENEBOE
Stacy Denny Eneboe
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